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Dr. Shawn M. Keough, interim dean and professor of management for the Emporia State University School of Business and Technology in Emporia, 
Kansas, is shown speaking at the public forum held Nov. 3 for candidates for the position of dean of the College of Business and Global Affairs. Other 
candidates for the position will have public forums at 1:30 p.m. on Nov. 4 and 5 in Watkins Auditorium in the Ed and Carolyn Boling University Center.

CBGA dean, provost applicants to be on campus
Interviews with candidates for the dean’s 

position in the College of Business and 
Global Affairs are taking place this week.

The first candidate was Dr. Shawn 
M. Keough, interim dean and professor 
of management for the Emporia State 
University School of Business and 
Technology in Emporia, Kansas. He had his 
interview on Nov. 3. He spoke with faculty, 
staff and administrators and had a public 
forum in Watkins Auditorium in the Ed 
and Carolyn Boling University Center.

Dr. Frank Butler, a tenured full professor 

and the Richard X. Zhang Endowed 
Professor of Business at in the College of 
Business at UT Chattanooga, will visit the 
UT Martin campus on Tuesday, Nov. 4, 
following the same interview schedule that 
Keough had. 

A third candidate will follow up on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5.

Public forums for the candidates will 
take place at 1:30 p.m. each day in Watkins 
Auditorium.

The interview process for provost and 
senior vice chancellor for academic affairs 

will take place Nov. 10, 17 and 24.
Public forums for each candidate will 

take place at 1:30 p.m. each day in Watkins 
Auditorium.

Finalists’ names and background will be 
shared 24 hours before each candidate’s 
forum session.

For those unable to attend, all forums 
will be recorded and made available online 
following the conclusion of the final session. 
Feedback opportunities will be provided 
once the interviews begin.
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	 YoUTMs highlighting the excellence of our faculty and staff

The news at 
news.utm.edu 

Finalists selected
for dean of CBGA

UTM students return
from NFL trip to London

UTM students take 
part in TVA Challenge

Dr. Anton Garcia-Fernandez, 
professor of Spanish, published 
the book “Versos a ritmo de jazz: 
El jazz y la poesía española 1920-
1980” (“Verses to the Rhythm 
of Jazz: Jazz and Spanish Poetry, 
1920-1980”) in 2024. 

It was the first panoramic 
study of the presence of jazz in 
Spanish 20th-century poetry, 
a topic that to that point had  
not garnered much critical 
attention. 

The book was presented in 
the summer of 2024 at Versus 
Bookstore in Vigo, Spain, with 
Garcia-Fernandez participating 

in the presentation alongside 
the director of the University of 
Vigo Press. 

Garcia-Fernandez recently 
heard from the press director 
that the two printings of the 
book are now sold out. 

Through assistance from 
the Creative Commons 
program, the book may now be 
downloaded as a .pdf by visiting 
the website of the University of 
Vigo Press. 

Garcia-Fernandez recently 
gave a talk on Spanish poet 
Karmelo C. Iribarren at the 
Congreso Internacional de 

Literatura y Estudios Hispánicos 
(CILH), concentrating on the 
idea of disillusionment in his 
poetry.

Garcia-Fernandez

Dr. Mahmoud Haddad, 
professor of finance, presented 
his research paper titled 
“Intrinsic value of digital 
asset and its application as an 
alternative asset to enhance 
portfolio diversification and 
performance.” 

The paper was presented 
during the Financial 
Management Association 
International Annual Meeting 

conference on Oct. 22-25 in 
Vancouver, Canada.

It was presented as part of a 
mid-morning panel session Oct. 
23 that was moderated by Dr. 
Majed R. Muhtased, director of 
the Global Leadership Initiative 
at California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona.

The next FMA Annual 
Meeting conference will be held 
Oct. 14-17 in Tampa, Florida.Haddad

Dr. Saman Sargolzaei, associate 
professor of engineering, 
made a submission titled “An 
educational exhibit exploring 
real-world ethical challenges 
in pediatric neurotechnology 
and neuroradiology,” that was 
accepted for presentation at the 
eighth annual American Society 
of Pediatric Neuroradiology 
(ASPNR) meeting in Tampa, 
Florida, on Jan. 16-18. 

The educational exhibit 

introduces pediatric neuroradi-
ologists to key concepts in 
neuroethics, highlighting 
ethical challenges from 
emerging neurotechnologies 
such as AI-assisted imaging 
and brain-computer interfaces. 
Through case-based discussions, 
it provides practical tools for 
addressing issues like informed 
consent, incidental findings, 
data privacy and equitable 
access in pediatric imaging. Sargolzaei

Submit a YoUTM or question
to addenda@utm.edu!

Friday, Nov. 7
• *Volleyball vs. Southern 
   Indiana, 4 p.m., Skyhawk 
   Fieldhouse. 
Saturday, Nov. 8
• *Volleyball vs. Southern 
   Indiana, 10 a.m., Skyhawk 
   Fieldhouse.
• *Football vs. Tennessee 
   State, 1 p.m., Hardy M. 
   Graham Stadium.
Sunday, Nov. 9
• Rifle vs. Alaska-
   Fairbanks, 9 a.m., 
   Skyhawk Rifle Range.
• Women’s basketball vs. 
   Tennessee, Pat Summitt 
   Heritage Classic, 2 p.m., 
   Kathleen and Tom Elam 
   Center.
• Men’s basketball vs. 
   Kentucky Christian,
   6:30 p.m., Kathleen and 
   Tom Elam Center.

* - conference competition.
Full athletics schedules can 
be found at utmsports.com.

Dates and times are
subject to change.

This Week’s
Skyhawk

Home Events
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Sawyers speaks at Bankers Luncheon

John Clark (right), holder of the Horace and Sara Dunagan Chair of Excellence in Banking at UT Martin, thanks Jimmy Sawyers of the Sawyers & 
Jacobs investment firm, who spoke to a group of UT Martin students, faculty, staff and area bankers at the fall Bankers Luncheon hosted by UT 
Martin’s College of Business and Global Affairs in the Champions Club, Tuesday, Oct. 28. Sawyers shared insights on everything from cybersecurity 
to technology trends shaping financial institutions.

Chancellor Yancy Freeman wel-
comes those in attendance at the 
Bankers Luncheon on Oct. 28 at 
the Champions Club at Hardy M. 
Graham Stadium. UT Martin’s Col-
lege of Business and Global Affairs 
hosted the luncheon.

Hatch

Dr. Laura Hatch, assistant 
professor of finance, was 
featured in an article at 
WalletHub’.com on Sept. 1 in 
a piece about budgeting and 
budget categories. 

Hatch was one of a number 
of panelists in the “Ask the 
Experts” portion of the article.

She spoke about the most 
important categories to include 
in a budget (income, housing, 

utilities, food, insurance, savings 
and investments), the categories 
that people often forget to 
include (car maintenence, 
medical co-pays, subscriptions 
and hidden costs like annual 
fees), how to avoid “over-
categorizing” a budget and tips 
that can help people organize 
their budget better.

The article can be found at 
this website.

Read more UT 
Martin news
at news.utm.

edu!

https://wallethub.com/edu/b/budget-categories/144143#expert=Laura_Hatch
https://wallethub.com/edu/b/budget-categories/144143#expert=Laura_Hatch
http://news.utm.edu
http://news.utm.edu
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Jessica Cannon-Macklin, 
previous interim director of 
the UTM Ripley Center, was 
a September recipient of the 
Skyhawk Spirit Award. 

According to her letter of 
nomination, Cannon-Macklin 
worked tirelessly to establish 
and expand the dual enrollment 
program with the Lauderdale 
County School System. 

“The center now hosts 116 
high school students each 
week who earn college credit 
while still in high school, an 
incredible accomplishment that 
strengthens the educational 
opportunities in our region,” 
the letter stated. “Your efforts 
to build relationships with local 
businesses, community leaders 
and surrounding counties raised 
the Ripley Center’s profile and 
resulted in continual enrollment 
growth.” 

For receiving the Skyhawk 
Spirit Award, Cannon-Macklin 
received a $50 cash award and a 
commemorative plaque.

The Skyhawk Spirit Award 
and Skyhawk Innovation Award 
began in January 2024, and 
both awards seek to recognize 
employee contributions 
that exceed expectations for 
performance. 

All regular full- and part-time 
faculty and staff up to the level 
of director are eligible to receive 
Spirit Awards. Independent 
contractors, temporary 
employees, volunteers and 
executive-level staff who report 
directly to the chancellor 
and serve as a member of the 
chancellor’s cabinet are not 
eligible for the Skyhawk Spirit 
Award. 

The Skyhawk Innovation 
Award seeks to recognize 

employees who achieve beyond 
the status quo who implement 
an idea, initiative, process or 
system that improves efficiencies 
or outcomes. 

Criteria for the awards 
include: 

• Performance substantially 
beyond expectation on a 
specific assignment, task or 
goal.

• Contributions that 

have a significant impact on 
department or university 
objectives.

• Extraordinary efforts 
above and beyond the normal 
responsibilities of the position. 

• An employee who uses 
initiative and creativity to solve 
a challenging problem. 

Letters of nomination should 
be sent to skyhawkspiritawards@ 
utm.edu. Nominations for the 
month of November are due 
in by Nov. 7. Nominations for 
each month are due by the first 
Friday of the month. 

Skyhawk Spirit Awards and 
Skyhawk Innovation Awards are 
coordinated through the UTM 
Office of Human Resources.

Note: Jessica Cannon-Macklin 
was inadvertently not included with 
the other September Skyhawk Spirit 
Award winners in the article in the 
Oct. 20 issue of Addenda.

Cannon-Macklin

Cannon-Macklin receives Skyhawk Spirit Award

Library to collect items for Captain’s Pantry
The Paul Meek Library will collect shelf-stable items for the 

Captain’s Pantry during the month of November. 
The library will also make Turkey Day Kits for those students 

remaining on campus throughout Thanksgiving break. 
Those who would like to sponsor a kit or shop for a kit should 

reach out to Patricia Sanders at psander9@utm.edu.
Captain’s Pantry is a food pantry that is open to all UTM students. 

Students can pick up food items free of charge at two locations: 
Ellington Hall lobby and Cooper Hall lobby. 

The pantries are open each day from 8 a.m. to midnight during 
the academic year.

For questions or concerns regarding Captain’s Pantry, contact the 
Office of Housing at lkepler@utm.edu or 731-881-7730.

Promote a faculty 
or staff member by 

sending a YoUTM to 
addenda@utm.edu!
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Tuesday, Nov. 4
• Navigating Difficult 
   Conversations (Part 2 of 2), 
   facilitated by Merry Brown, 
   UTM ombudsperson, noon-
   1 p.m., 230 Boling University 
   Center.
• Institutional Review Board 
   for Human Subjects 
   Research, 4 p.m., 124 Gooch 
   Hall.
Wednesday, Nov. 5
• UT Naifeh Center 
   Leadership Progam Lunch 
   and Learn, facilitated by Dr. 
   Emalee Buttrey, 11 a.m.-

   1 p.m., 125 Skyhawk Dining 
   Hall, Boling University 
   Center.
Thursday, Nov. 6
• Legacy Series featuring James 
   E. Cherry, 6 p.m., Paul Meek 
   Library.
Monday, Nov. 10
• ROTC Veterans Week 5K 
   Walk/Run, 6 a.m., Brian 
   Brown Greenway Trail next to 
   Blake’s at Southern Milling, 
   no fee or registration required.
Tuesday, Nov. 11
• Veterans Day program, 
   11 a.m., Watkins 

   Auditorium, Boling 
   University Center.
Wednesday, Nov. 12
• Navigating Difficult 
   Conversations for Managers 
   (Part 1 of 2), facilitated 
   by Merry Brown, UTM 
   ombudsperson, 3-5 p.m.,
   231 Boling University Center.
Monday, Nov. 17
• Building Coffee and 
   Conversations, 3 p.m.,
   101 Latimer-Smith 
   Engineering and Science 
   Building.
Tuesday, Nov. 18

• Hawk Break, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 
   faculty and staff, Dunagan 
   Alumni Center, $9.
Wednesday, Nov. 19
• Navigating Difficult 
   Conversations for Managers 
   (Part 2 of 2), facilitated 
   by Merry Brown, UTM 
   ombudsperson, 3-5 p.m., 
   231 Boling University Center.

Events are subject to cancellation; 
dates, times and sites are subject to 

change. Send free-admission,
on-campus events to Addenda

at addenda@utm.edu.

Campus Calendar

Memphis prospects tour Wildwood Farm property

UT Martin partnered with The Community Foundation of Greater Memphis to host a preview event of Wildwood Farms on Oct. 30. Prospects from 
the Memphis area were invited to tour the property and hear from students, faculty and the chancellor about the educational vision and generosity 
opportunities for the site, from plant and soil research to the construction of a veterinarian facility and classrooms. Shown at Wildwood Farms are 
(l-r) Jordan Kirby, Baileigh Waldrop, Scarlett Cook, Chancellor Yancy Freeman, Jovan Hurst, Taylor Burke and Erika Delwisch.

mailto:addenda%40utm.edu?subject=
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You Tell Me
•Question – What renovations are currently underway in Clement Hall? Once this phase is completed, is there other Clement Hall 
space remaining for repurposing or renovation, or will this end the work in the building?

•Answer – Clement Hall Phase 2 inside work began in June when laydown areas were fenced and demolition work began. Areas affected in 
this phase are the fourth floor, east and north wings, as well as the north end of the west wings for the third and fourth floors. Those using 
the new spaces from this phase will be the Accessibility Resource Center, student success, testing and possibly graduate and undergraduate 
admissions. Some temporary offices for capital project-related needs might also result from the completed work. Future phases of Clement 
Hall renovations have been requested as part of the capital-maintenance requests for the campus, but there is no timeline for the next phase. 
The hope is to eventually update the entire building depending on state appropriations for capital maintenance projects.

Submit your questions to Addenda at addenda@utm.edu.
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Yes, sir, that’s my Bibbee

If imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, Dr. Jeffrey Bibbee enjoyed a great Halloween on Oct. 31. The humanities and fine arts dean joined looka-
likes Sheay McGeehee (left) and Sarah Haig (right) in the spirit of Halloween as they welcomed visitors and trick-or-treaters to the dean’s office in 
the Holt Humanities Building. Sheay is assistant to the dean, and Sarah is professor and chair for the Department of Visual and Theatre Arts. Both 
still had their jobs at last check.
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